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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

Response to amendment filed 07/29/2008. Claims 1-10 and 12-15 
have been amended. Claim 11 had been cancelled. Claim 12 has been 
amended to obviate the 35 U.S.C. 101 rejection, and therefore the claim 
12 rejection is withdrawn. Claims 1-10 and 12-15 are pending in the 
application. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 07/29/2008 regarding independent 
claim 1 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. Applicant 
argues that Wasllewski of record does not teach that the numbering 
information pertaining to the plurality of services is generated by the 
transmitter. Examiner respectfully disagrees. Wasllewski does teach a 
transmitter in that he teaches a cable head-end that inputs numbering 
information into a signal and transmits this information to a user. As 
illustrated in Figure 4, the cable head-end 52 receives channels from 
content sources and transmits them via a distribution network 70 to users 
72/74. In column 7, lines 1-20, Wasllewski discloses that the service 
operator transmits each basic service to a subscriber and assigns it a 
virtual service number. Moreover, in column 7, lines 37-55, Wasllewski 
describes the frame based multiplexing format used to send the 
information to the subscribers. The virtual service number designation 
1 12 of Figures 2 and 3 is specified as part of this format. As clearly stated 
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by Wasilewski, this process clearly takes place with a module in the 
transmission station during the transmission process, therefore, this 
module is part of the transmitter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made 
in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 

the United States. 

2. Claims 1-7, 9-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Wasilewski et al, US Patent # 5418782. 

With regard to claim 1, Wasilewski discloses: 
A system for distributing a signal carrying a plurality of services, the 
system comprising: 

a transmitter for generating numbering information pertaining to the 
plurality of services, for including the numbering information into the 
signal, and for transmitting the signal (column 2, lines 35-43; Wasilewski 
describes generating information about each service, and transmitting to 
the subscriber location; column 7, lines 1-10; Wasilewski describes the 
numbering information as part of the information transmitted to the 
subscriber). 
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a receiver for receiving the signal, for retrieving tine numbering information 
from the signal, and for numbering services of the plurality of services in 
dependence of the numbering information (column 2, lines 43-50; 
Wasilewski describes a decoder at the subscriber location to receive and 
extract the information from the signal) 

With regard to claims 2 and 3, Wasilewski discloses: 
A system as claimed in claim 1 , characterized in that the numbering 
information pertains to a history of the plurality of services/pertains to a 
modification (column 1, lines 54-57; Wasilewski describes the need for 
operators to re-assign service numbers; in column 3, lines 50-54; 
Wasilewski discloses obtaining the service definition which contains the 
service number designation. If this number were unchanged, it would be 
based on history (what it was in the past), if it is new, it is a modification) 

With regard to claim 4, Wasilewski discloses: 
A system as claimed in claim 3, characterized in that the modification 
comprises a frequency modification, a transport stream modification, 
and/or a network modification (column 9, lines 45-55; Wasilewski 
discloses that a frequency modification can be sent to the subscriber) 

With regard to claim 5, Wasilewski discloses: 
A system as claimed in claim 1 , characterized in that the numbering 
information pertains to a change in the transmitting (column 9, lines 45-55; 
Wasilewski discloses that a frequency modification can be sent to the 
subscriber, which would pertain to a change in the transmitting) 
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With regard to claims 6 & 7, Wasilewsl^i discloses these features. 
As described in the claim 1 rejection, Wasilewski discloses transmitting 
(which inherently includes a transmitter) to a receiving subscriber (which 
inherently includes a receiver). 

Claim 9 is rejected as applied to claim 2. As described, Wasilewski 
does base the channel numbering scheme on a history when there is no 
update. 

Claim 10 is rejected as applied to claim 3. As described, when 
there is a modification in the numbering scheme, Wasilewski will send the 
updated information to the subscriber. 

With regard to claim 11, Wasilewski discloses: 
A signal for use in a system as claimed in claim 1 , the signal comprising a 
representation of the numbering information (as described in the claim 1 
rejection, Wasilewski discloses transmitting a signal to a receiving 
subscriber that includes the numbering information) 

Claim 12 is the computer program to invoke the receiver of claim 7, 
and is rejected on this basis. 

Claims 13-15 are the method of system claim 1, and are rejected 
as applied. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
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be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
"Wasilewski at al, US Patent # 5418782" in view of "Marnix, US PG Pub # 
20050135285". 

With regard to claim 8, Wasilewski discloses: 

A receiver as claimed in claim 7, however he fails to disclose the receiver 
arranged for numbering services of the plurality of services in dependence 
on a reception quality. 

Marnix, In his application, discloses a reception device which Includes 
channel numbers based on the quality of received signals ([0005]) 

A person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Invention would 
have found it obvious to modify the system of Wasilewski with the feature 
as taught by Marnix as it would be advantageous for the subscriber to 
view the best quality of signal possible. 

Contact 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to MARK D. 
FEATHERSTONE whose telephone number is (571)270-3750. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM M-F US 
Eastern. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Andrew Koenig can be reached on (571) 272- 
7296. The fax phone number for the organization where this application 
or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from 
a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 
E-Signed 

/Mark Featherstone/ - Art Unit 2623 

/Andrew Y Koenig/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



